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EMERGENCY AWARENESS BULLETIN 

 
 
TO:   All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts, and Instructors 
 
FROM:  Tracy Stumbo, Chief Accident Investigator, Division of Investigations   
 
DATE:   July 22, 2009 
                                                      
RE: Kentucky Fatality #10  (National # 31) 
 
At approximately 2:00 P.M. on November 10, 2003, a timber cutter was fatally injured in a 
surface mining accident in the Martin district.  He was 30 years old and had 6 days experience. 
He had worked at this mine for 6 days.   
 
While attempting to fell (cut) a tree, it spit and kicked out striking the victim in the head and 
falling on his body, resulting in fatal injuries.  
The victim was pronounced dead by the Floyd County Coroner at 4:15 P.M. 
 
 
Preventative Measures: 
 
1. Clear areas of obstruction that could hinder an escape route. 
 
2.  Use recommended safe cutting procedures.  Any tree is subject to split, so be prepared to      
     take evasive action. 
 


